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Policies and Procedures.

This semester, we are offering biology 601 in a somewhat different format than previously. Most of the assignments will be posted online, and you will hand in work through e-mail.  There will be three kinds of in-class activities:  1 lectures. 2 discussions. 3 presentations.  Lectures will be given as necessary to introduce material in the readings.  Readings will consist of two types; material in the textbook by Alberts et al., and papers from the literature.  You will be expected to read the material associated with the lecturers before you come to class. You will be divided into groups and each group will be assigned a figure or figures in the readings for the class discussion.  The groups will meet to discuss a particular part of , or figure from, the paper assigned to them. One of the instructors will be available to answer questions that arise during your discussions.  At the end of the class period, each group will make an informal presentation explaining the section of the paper or the figure assigned to them.  Each group will e-mail a short report on each of the figures that they presented.  These reports will be due on the Thursday following the discussion.  A general guideline for the format of these group reports will be handed out to you this will also assist you in formulating a group answer.  Each student will be responsible for independently writing a summary of the whole paper.  The Summaries will consist of the answerers to questions provided to guide you in summarizing the paper.  These summaries need not be more than two typewritten pages and are to be submitted to Dr. Easton's e-mail address The group reports are to submitted on Thursdays.  Critiques of the group-reports will be posted online on the Monday following the class. Answers to the summary questions will also be posted online.  You should retain a copy of your answers to summary questions and compare them to the answers provided online.  If you do not understand differences between your answers, and the posted answers, you should e-mail Dr. Easton with questions about the discrepancies.  The discussion grade will be based upon the quality of the summary answers, and the quality of the group answers 90% of the discussion grade will be based upon the summary answers, 10% based on the group reports..  
The presentations will be done in the last few weeks of the semester.  Each student will be asked to choose a paper to present to the class.  The instructors will help you to choose an appropriate paper, which deals with one of the topics we have covered during the semester.  More information about the presentations will be provided later in the semester.

There will be a final examination at the appropriate CEP time for this class.  The format for the final will be explained toward the end of the semester, but it will definitely include explaining figures from the papers that you have read.

Grading Policy:
The grades in this course will be determined based upon the quality of the discussion summaries, the quality of the presentations and the score on the final examination.  The discussion summaries will be worth 50%; the presentation will be worth 25% and the final exam will be worth 25%.

Topical Outline:

1.  Pattern formation in evolution and development.

2.  The control of gene expression.

3.  Cell signaling

4.  Stem cells
