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Participating in this course has impacted my perceptions about what it means to learn deeply, and the many methods through which a deeper learning can be achieved by students and teachers in higher education. 


Richard Light’s text, Making the Most of College: Students Speak Their Minds, is an excellent exploratory work that offers valuable insights into the teaching techniques, surroundings, habits and relationships that engage students and motivate academic success in a challenging environment. Light affirmed much of what I’ve come to realize is essential in higher education. The incorporation of elements like an exposure to diversity and interactions with others unlike one’s self,  good advisement, opportunities for innovative research and self-initiative, community work, relationships with teachers and with individuals already working in one’s field. These elements, when woven into college life, allow students greater comfort as they struggle to solidify a self-assured identity. Faculty support allows students the safety, guidance and encouragement necessary to explore the possibilities that are available for the first time. 


My thoughts on the social sciences have become more comprehensive as I have been exposed to the impact specific cognitive structures have on a human’s capacity to engage in effective life-long learning. I’ve discovered the specific characteristics tied to egocentric and rational thought foundations, as well as the potential higher education has to act as a catalyst for the individual’s shift from egocentrism to rationality.  Proceeding through life with an unchallenged egocentric mindset cheats an individual out of the opportunity to positively impact the world and fully appreciate others. College attempts to instill in students an appreciation for humanity, a balanced and knowledgeable outlook, and the critical thinking skills essential to rational cognitive development. Higher education offers students the opportunity to cultivate interpersonal capabilities, and to connect with others in a positive and productive way. 


I considered the sociological notion that institutions operate under and are defined by a specific set of ideas, rituals, beliefs and interactions. I then contemplated the vital role and challenging undertaking imposed on the institution of higher education. Higher education attempts to create erudite individuals able to assume meaningful, contributing roles in society. Adults leaving college are expected to possess a balanced foundation of general knowledge, and the critical thinking skills necessary for our society to maintain a benevolent and informed citizenry. Considering the importance of this institution, I recognize true merit in the objectives of the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning. Teachers attempting to foster a deeper learning must be connected to students, open to suggestions, intent on continuing self-improvement, willing to change when necessary and dedicated to cultivating well-rounded students able to analyze and improve their surroundings. Attempting to turn teaching into a scholarship is an important step toward allowing and encouraging teachers to be able to learn about themselves, and to in turn, teach students how to learn deeply. 


This class has helped me to understand that I am not alone in my thoughts about Buffalo State College. I realize that some of my peers also feel that they have received a lack-luster, low-quality advisement. That many of my peers are also uncertain about the future, questioning its essential details, direction and the possibility of so much missed opportunity. I realize that many of my peers strive to improve the interpersonal skills fundamental to every aspect of life. Most humans do strive for self-improvement and seek to cultivate self-contentment. Many do strive for unity, and in doing so, consider or attempt to embrace diversity. 


I have unquestionably benefited from the opportunity to read the work of other students. The occasion to observe other’s perspectives and to be awed at other’s insights is something I’ve appreciated. Reading other student’s descriptions of the experiences that served as vital teaching moments and sources of personal growth expanded my perceptions of what motivates deeper learning. I also feel that encouraging open-discussion among students is an effective teaching method employed in this course. Our class is small enough to be comfortable and large enough to allow for some diversity of input . The topics discussed are undoubtedly relevant to us all, and we are encouraged to strive for a deeper understanding of the world that surrounds us, to the benefit of us all. We have not merely discussed pre-discovered knowledge or memorized facts, we have been encouraged to apply our experiences to the formation of insights, to hear a variety of perspectives, to engage in analysis and conduct actual research intent on motivating real improvements. 


My concerns about this class mostly center around a lack of time. I realized when I read the synopsis for this course that time would be an issue. The reading is wonderful, and the discussions are important, but putting together a study based on this that employs a research method many of us may not have been previously acquainted with is certainly a challenge that time constraints complicate. I wish we had more time to analyze the issues in higher education more thoroughly, conduct skillful research, and organize it effectively to prompt real change. This course definitely centers on a worthy cause. 
Rachael Singer
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When I first signed up to take this class I was unsure as to what we would be discussing with the Social Sciences.  I think that to me this term was very broad and general but I knew that I had heard of it before.  My expectations coming into this class were therefore very general and not very particular in depth.  However, after about 2 ½ months in this class I have come to realize that the Social Sciences are a department and study in of themselves.


Within the first few weeks we were addressed as to 4 main focus areas of the social sciences and to me this clarified quite a bit.  It at least allowed me to make some sort of connection to this field and other ideas.  Our discussions also included matter on the subject of higher education in general and its’ own meaning.  I think that our discussions have made me actually take on a more analytical approach to my education.  I mean, when I entered college I knew that I wanted to definitely become a teacher.  In so doing, my focus was not on my higher education itself but on my end line or goal.  So in our class discussions of the benefits of having a good and knowledgeable deeper education I have realized that my perspective may need to be adjusted.  Coming to classes day in and day out are not just a waste of time but no they are part of my higher education learning process and I should embrace that.  My perspective on the social sciences has for the most part been extremely widened.  From not really understanding the meaning of the study, I now have a much clearer foundation on what it entails.


I would just like to say that I think the instruction we have received has had a lot of effort put behind it and that alone has helped us to better appreciate the social sciences.  Also, having our professor be in the field we are learning has always been beneficial according to my experiences.  The instructor has definitely contributed to my learning in this course, without that I would be completely lost on my own.


I think that recently many people have been focused upon how intense the readings are.  However, I know that in most of my classes I expect to have readings.  I think that there just needs to be a balance.  Most students are not doing all of the readings but are at least trying to stay afloat.  The readings that I have done have definitely clarified information for me so they are beneficial.  The only trouble I could see is that sometimes when there is more than one or two books you can easily fall behind and possibly get confused.  But the readings do provide good information.


The last thing that I would like to say is that I think the ideas behind what we are trying to be taught are very good.  The only suggestion that I could make is that maybe we could have a slightly more in depth look at the Rapid Assessment Processes in the classroom.  I guess more of a lecture for the students and clear cut examples that other students have done.  I think that this would help a lot of students clear their minds and know exactly how to go about it, especially because it is a big part of our grade.  I think the class has good interaction which makes any hard subject go a little easier.  I like the idea that we have to do group projects because it changes up the setting for us as students and really makes us take a part in that higher education or deeper learning process that we have talked about.


Overall, this Honors class is no different than some of the other honors classes I personally have been in.  A lot of times, while the student may be familiar with the honors program, the teachers have just been asked to teach them.  So I do think that the honors students should take that into consideration when making their comments.  The possibilities that I look at as a student for the use of this class are not huge, but the more I learn the more I come to appreciate.  So in a sense I like the challenge of figuring the processes out and having to sort of ‘take a leap’ into what we are learning.
Stephanie Gronski
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Social Science Seminar

Paper Three- Opinion of Class

This class has been a considerable source of education as well as frustration for me. I have acquired knowledge about the educational system and the social sciences, as well as discovering the most beneficial environment that is conducive to my learning, but I have also encountered many problems along the way. 


   Prior to enrolling in this class I really had no concept of how the educational system functioned at the college level, primarily because I had never thought about it before. Although I had no knowledge of the processes that involved the operation and maintenance of higher education establishments, I became aware of the problems facing colleges simply by taking classes. In this class however, my perspective on the educational system has been altered in a more informed way. 

I have learned a lot about the institution of college through the discussions that we have had in class and I have realized that there are several problems in the educational system that are hindering the productivity of higher education. One topic that we talked about in detail in class that has changed my perspective of education, especially at this college, is the existence of diversity. Although I think that diversity greatly enriches the college environment, through this class I have become aware of how diversity also supports the segregation of ethnic groups. This concept also carries into how this course widened my perspective on the social roles that all of us possess. I have always been aware of the roles that are evident in society but this course has greatly expanded my knowledge of sociology and anthropology within the educational system. I am now more informed about the cultural perspective that plays into learning and how ethnic background has a great impact upon the college experience of each person, which also relates back to the effect that diversity has in the educational system and the overall college environment. I now understand that each person’s background plays a large part in the manner in which they learn, as well as dictating the expectations that they are meant to fulfill. Through the context of this course I now have a greater understanding of the learning necessities of every person, especially those individuals that are different from me in ethnicity. This class has also demonstrated to me the importance of the student voice and the great lack thereof that exists on many college campuses. I am more aware of my surroundings and the every day operation of this campus because of the topics that we have talked about in this course. 

Although I believe that writing essays is beneficial for the teacher to see the extent to which a student understands a concept, this class has made me dread writing papers. I have always prided myself on being a good writer, but after receiving feedback from the papers I have written for this class, it seems that the mentality that I have when writing these papers place me completely out of my element. I have attempted to present my thoughts concerning the topics we’ve discussed in the best way that I can comprehend, and thought that I did a decent job at it, after receiving my grade I’d realized that I was completely off base. The negative feedback I’ve received makes me feel not only disheartened but it makes me feel as though the expectations that are placed upon me (because I am an honor student) are sometimes more than I personally can live up to. I am sure that I am not the only one that is enrolled in 6 classes, other than this one and it becomes an impossible task to fully devote myself to any one subject and give the professor the outstanding quality of work that I would like. These unrealistic desires drive me to be unhappy with this course because I feel that you have higher expectations that what some of us can give. I feel that our attempt to discover the most conducive environment for learning at college is not supported by the actions of this course. I think that assigning papers and then not allowing the student to compensate for the bad grade they receive on their work makes the learning environment a hostile and discouraging one. This class causes me a lot of stress because I am always unsure as to whether or not I truly understand the concepts the way that I am suppose to, and after receiving a bad grade I do not get the chance to redeem myself through extra credit. I do not have the desire to participate in this class because of the negativity that I carry with me to it, I do not feel like all the hard work that I put into this class really pays off and it leads me to focus my energy on other courses where my hard work is actually getting me positive results. I think that allowing more leeway on the grading of papers and providing the students with the opportunity for extra credit would create a more amiable environment.


Although I think that the notion of allowing for the students to share their papers with one another and provide each other with feedback and new concepts, I did not ever really benefit from the reactions I received. The idea is beneficial to the writer if they actually receive information on how to improve their thoughts, not simply the other person’s random tangent that has little or no relation to the topic that was discussed in the writer’s paper. I think that the students should have a more focused task for commenting on papers so that their work is actually beneficial to the writer.


I have learned a substantial amount about the social sciences and the educational system, and I do not want my dissatisfactions with this course to detract from the things that I have learned in this class. I believe that the suggestions that I have made to improve this course will be beneficial to not only myself but to all of the students taking this class in the future. I am a more knowledgeable and empowered person because of the ideas and concepts this course has taught me, which I can now apply to my life to better the environment that I live in and to improve my educational experience at this institution.

Rita Sweeney

March 2006
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Essay #3


After participating in the first half in this social sciences seminar, there are several thoughts and feelings that stand out in my mind.  My experiences thus far have left me with both positive and negative feelings.  As I continue to invest time and energy into the course, I am eager to continue with the class and see where the rest of the semester takes us.


Our discussions on the social sciences and higher education have certainly shifted my thinking style.  While a part of me thinks that at some points we “over analyze” institutions of higher learning, interesting and thought provoking ideas have been presented.  Before this class, I rarely considered the idea of “deep learning”.  To me, success was receiving good grades.  It has been eye opening to consider that many other types of learning exist, and should be sought out by learners.   The review of the various social sciences really helped in the application of those sciences to higher learning; viewing higher learning through the different lenses provided multiple ways of looking at the same thing- which was also helpful.  I think that college students typically make their way through four (or more) years of college without actually considering what is taking place.  The discussions from this seminar have changed that for me; as I continue taking classes at Buffalo State, I will be more attuned to teacher methods, deep learning, student roles, alternate thinking styles, etc.  In addition, I have gained a greater appreciation for those studying social science; our discussions made clear how many different components of the social sciences exist.  Our studies thus far, have been very interesting.  Moreover, I think our class discussions have created an atmosphere conducive to learning, allowing multiple points of view, and opinions to be both voiced and heard.  As we continue through the semester, I am eager to further explore the connections between the various social sciences and higher education.


I have mixed reactions to the value of the reading materials.  While there has definitely been a great deal of reading assigned, there have been many readings that were extremely beneficial.  In particular, I really enjoyed reading Making the Most of College.  The text is written in such a way that I would consider it to be “light reading”.  The information presented was very clear, creating succinct, straightforward main ideas.  In general, the readings were very applicable to my life as a college student; there were many times when I could directly relate to the story, thought, or idea being presented.  Although it might have been easier to have less reading assignments, the texts have been both helpful and relevant to the topics covered.


The writing assignments given this semester have been very beneficial.  Feedback given on drafts of essays has been helpful as well as timely, and the assignments have definitely focused on the ideas covered during class.  Because the length of our essays does not need to exceed 3 pages, they are a manageable way to review material.  Writing letters to peers has been beneficial in many ways.  Reading our classmates work provides the opportunity to get an idea of how the other students are thinking and progressing.  In addition, receiving letters from my peers has helped me to get an idea of how I am doing, and what I could improve on.  This same idea applies to student-instructor relationships; feedback is always is a positive experience.


As we progress into field research, I have one concern in mind.  I understand that we are expected to spend a certain amount of time outside of class working on homework.  However, I often must complete homework at 10 or 11 o’clock at night due to my class/work schedule.  Once conducting research, however, I will be unable to work on this same schedule; I won’t be able to hold focus groups at 11pm.  For this reason, I am going to need an increased amount of daytime availability to properly conduct my research.  While I understand that I must accommodate my schedule to resolve this situation, I wanted to make sure the problem was presented.  I am confident that I will be able to work something out, but I ask that the rearrangement of schedules on the part of students be considered during evaluations.


Although I do not have a high level of interest in the content presented in this seminar, I feel that the class has made a great deal of progress thus far.  I would not have been inclined to participate in this course had I not been required, but I am happy with the progress of the class in these past few weeks.  I appreciate that we have been given the opportunity to voice our thoughts and opinions, and that you use these thoughts to create a course that works for us.  I think we will find further success as the semester continues.

Russ Nixon

Essay #3

3/03/06


I plan to approach this assignment as more of a course evaluation rather then an essay topic for a grade.  I think its important for me to first let all of my classmates, as well you Dr. Albers, know that these are my own opinions and in no way represent anyone else’s feelings or thoughts on this course and the information provided should not be viewed as a general consensus.  I plan to address and respond to several of the questions that we were issued in hope of providing you with one student’s ideas and perspectives on this course.


I personally think that the experiences of this course have not affected my perspectives of higher education and social science, but rather they have given me a deeper and more thorough understanding of both.  My views on higher education are basically the same now as they were eight weeks ago, but after the reading we’ve done and the discussions the class has had I think I understand why they are what they are better.  My understanding social science has not be changed, but broadened in the sense that I can understand how it is applicable to this course and to my own career choice.  My perspective of higher education is that there is a somewhat serious disconnect between professor and their students.  This course gave me a more complete comprehension of this ideology by allowing my to see the connection between those teachers that are egocentric and those that are non-egocentric, as well as students who want to be active learners and those that are merely along for the ride.


One area that is of personal interest to me is your teaching methods because I find it very interesting when professors are open minded and willing to try new and “unusual” methods with their classes.  You provide a structured environment for use but at the same time you allow us to almost run a “free forum” of ideas during class where relevant and sometimes irrelevant topics can be brought up to the discussion of the class.  I think that this type of class is a phenomenal advantage to students because it not only allows the sharing of ideas, but it also provides us as students with a opportunity to develop tolerance for others ideas and thoughts that may differ.


The only other additional comment I can make for this midpoint critique is the same I voiced in class about grading opportunity.  It seems to me that some of the stress would be alleviated with more grading opportunities.  I can understand the fear that one bad grade is going to haunt an individual and even though they might have picked up the effort or started to understand the material that grade is going to hinder them from receiving the grade they desired.


In closing of this course evaluation I would like to state that I think this course has been offered to us in a very professional manner.  I don’t believe you have placed any unfair expectations upon us in regards to the workload because in all honesty at this level of education you should expect to be challenged.  I would also like to say that as an honor student I understand that I will be held to higher expectations and I also understand I have the option to drop the title of “honor” at point during my education, rescind my honors scholarship, and not have to take any of the additional course that are required.  All that being said I think that the second half of this course will run smoothly and our projects should provide for an interesting end to this course and semester.
Heather Wilkins

Hon 302
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The content of this course is relevant to every college student.  The opportunity to study our learning environment offers this class the chance to better understand and improve our own education.  Also, through our research, we might be able to help create an environment that will facilitate deeper learning and enhance the overall experience of Buffalo State College’s future students.  For example, my group is researching the effects that academic advisement has on the learning environment here.  If we draw attention to the areas where this system is failing and offer suggestions on how to improve it, perhaps in a few years the advisement program will become one of BSC’s academic highlights.  It is easy for us to complain about this college, its policies, and how classes are run; but now that we have been asked to research and try to improve these things what are we doing? 


My experiences in this class, both through the course content and other students’ thoughts about the issues on campus, have made me more aware of the processes and aspects behind the learning environment at Buffalo Sate College.  The study of the social sciences has provided a template for understanding learning in general.  As a student, let alone as an education major, such information about what affects student’s learning is of interest to me. Frankly, any education major who finds the content of this course irrelevant to their lives should seriously rethink their career choice.  It would be a great disservice for such attitudes toward learning to be passed onto the next generation of students.  The psychological perspective of thinking and learning has been especially helpful in trying to understand how students learn.  Personal emotions, desires, and assumptions drive how people act and this information shines light on the motives at the root of individual and corporate learning. 

The social science behind–the–scenes look at educational motivation has been the most valuable information for me.  This course has made me evaluate my own motives and assumptions about education.  Also, the insights this information offers will help me to develop curriculum that best motivates my students in ways that are relevant and meaningful to their lives.  The Bass article reminded me that I am a researcher as well as an educator; that it is my responsibility to continually research and critique my own motives and teaching practices.  

The teaching methods used in this course have successfully communicated the information necessary both to do well in the course and understand the concepts presented.  The combination of lecture and open class discussion have provided multiple perspectives and interpretations of the topics covered.  

Our first essay was a test of how well we understood the social sciences and if we could apply them to our own learning experiences.  This was a good exercise in self evaluation and gave the social sciences relevance within the context of our own lives.  The responses to essay one were a kind of retest – an opportunity to apply the concepts to someone else’s experiences.  Writing my problem statement was a way to explore and articulate the issues that I see within our learning environment.  However, I think that by reading other students’ statements, especially Andrea and Dan’s, and responding to them was an even better way to assess BSC.  By reading other students’ thoughts and seeing the repetition among ideas, the deep issues within our learning environment became clear.  

As far as the value of reading materials, they are all relevant; however some are more useful than others.  For example, reading the 300 page light book in its entirety is unnecessary.  Since it was basically used only as an example of how to write reports I feel that assigning just some of it would be more useful since only one person in the class even read the whole book.  However, whether the reading load remained the same or was lessened, students would still evaluate the importance of each assignment and only do the reading that they deem necessary.  

The instructor of this course has been a facilitator throughout our exploration of the context of this course.  She has encouraged us to define, interpret and apply the information we have been studying in ways that make sense to us while guiding our thoughts toward the commonly excepted definitions.   She has great time management and in always well prepared for class and is very knowledgeable in the field of social science and education.  Honestly, the only time I can remember us wasting class time is when the class gets hijacked by complaining, self-pitying students.  

This course would prove very successful and interesting with the right group of students.  Unfortunately, contrary to what the instructor planned on, Honors students are not that group.  I know many scholarly honor students whose intelligence, personalities and motivation inspire me. While individually many honor students would prove to be great researchers for this course, as a group, honors students seem to prefer a variety of general, mediocre learning experiences which provide them with the ever important A, a title and a scholarship.

Disclaimer: If I have offended any of my classmates, I don’t apologize; I hope you will agree with some of what I’ve said.  Complacency and failure to see the importance of these issues to our education and career goals is disadvantageous to our futures.  If we are ever going to improve our circumstances and the circumstances of others, we need to be able to think critically about our own misconceptions and assumptions as well as those around us and then be WILLING TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT THEM. 
Kim Ehnes
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So far I have already learned a lot in this class, the most valuable part being learning about learning.  This is a much more difficult thing to do that I would’ve thought, but is definitely well worth the work.  I have learned about things that effect the way I learn that I never thought did, such as extra-curricular activities, dorming/commuting, having a boyfriend/girlfriend, working during school, etc.  However, I have learned a lot about the problems involved in higher education as well.  Now I see a lot of the flaws in the system, such as egocentric teachers and students who are learning to simply “play the game” in regards to grades.  Learning about these things makes me feel like I need to be more assertive about the education I receive.  Kids usually sit back and take whatever classes/information that is given to them, never questioning it, and I don’t want to be one of these students anymore.

Pulling the social sciences into this class has also helped me see higher education in a different way.  Psychologically, the analytic guide to thinking has really changed the way I think, coupled with some of the Durst readings.  I now try to analyze material while I’m reading it so that I take more from it and become a more active and aware reader.  Asking questions like, “What is the purpose of this article?”, “Why am I reading it?”, and “What is the author implying/assuming?” help me to better understand the article.  Sociologically, seeing schools as social institutions with social roles has also affected my understanding of schools, allowing me to see why teachers and students sometimes act the way they do and how these behaviors are affected by the institution.  Anthropologically, it was interesting to see how ethnography and culture studies and methods can be applied to other areas, such as higher education.  All in all, I would say that this class has affected my perspective on the social sciences because up until this point I viewed them as mostly individual areas of study.  I saw sociology as sociology, psychology as psychology, and anthropology as anthropology, never realizing that they affect/influence other areas of study and certainly never realizing that I could apply their theories/concepts to better explain and understand other classes of mine.

What I think is really neat about this class is that although it has structure, it is less structured than the typical class, or perhaps the structure is just different.  Even though we still have tests and essays, they are random and based on concepts rather than facts.  Instead of just memorizing a textbook, we have to think about the concepts/theories we’ve learned and apply them to different situations, which requires more thinking and is actually much more difficult than simple memorization anyways.  The readings are also much more beneficial because it is up to me to do them and take from them what I chose, as opposed to stripping them down to bare facts and testing us on them each class.  By following a less rigorous/structured schedule in regards to the readings, I feel I get more from them and remember/understand more of the theories/concepts than just random facts that I will forget or that will change soon anyways.  I also think that being able to participate in a hands-on-activity (the action project) will facilitate more learning as well.  Instead of just reading about RAP and then being tested on it, actually implementing it will help us gain so much more.  It will probably come in handy in our major classes or graduate classes as well.

I definitely do no think that up until this point this class has involved too much work or anything like that.  I think that a lot of time and work will go into carrying out and completing the action project, but nothing that we can’t handle as work at the college level.  I think the only thing that really troubles me about this class is the grading.  It isn’t a huge problem, but I am a firm believer in getting the grade you deserve.  I am usually a straight A student, but accept and know full well that if I hand in work that isn’t deserving of an A, I won’t get one.  On the second essay, however, I received a C but was told that I did an amazing job and showed I clearly understood the concepts, but just had to broad of a subject.  I don’t think that this was fair.  I picked the topic that I feel is the biggest problem concerning higher education.  If I can’t use that problem for my action project because it would take more time/resources than we have that is fine, but for the purposes of the essay I met the criteria expected and deserved a better grade.  As a fellow student stated in class last week, it is discouraging to be attending class and doing the readings thinking that you are understanding everything, and then -realize you don’t when you get back a test or essay with a poor grade.

The teaching methods used in this class have been helpful for the purposes of this course.  Instead of standing in front of the class lecturing all day, sitting at a desk and discussing things as a class has been a nice change.  Leading group seminars and doing peer reviews (the essay commentaries) has given us a say in the class and let us take an active role.  In this sense, we are getting the grades we deserve, hopefully, because we are getting out of it whatever he put into it.  Also, opening up the class for opinions/comments/suggestions is nice because it gives the students a say, but is something that I feel has been taken advantage of in this class, with a lot of complaints/criticisms that never should’ve been made.

Overall, this class has been a nice change so far.  I have found the reading material to be interesting and thought-provoking.  I think that the idea of having a class about learning is really neat and something that all students at Buffalo State (or any college for that matter) should be required to take.  I also feel that the content and readings have helped me to value my education more and want to invest more in it, instead of just “learning to play the game”.  I am also excited to start our action project and see what we find!

Joseph Carey

Social Science Seminar

Essay three

3-07-06

When trying to assess how this social science seminar class has affected my perspectives on higher education and social science in general, I feel I am deciding prematurely. My experience so far in this class has undoubtedly intrigued my curiosity, but this class’ success is based almost solely on how well our rapid assessment process’ proceed. However, the interaction with my fellow students and with Mrs. Albers has proven to be beneficial because I suspect the students feel more comfortable expressing thoughts and concerns during the class making for a very open learning environment. 

Basing the class mostly on RAP was a very wise choice because I believe the process isn’t used as much or spoke of as much as a typical ethnography. Learning how to u se and implement a RAP has opened my eyes to how there is a very tangible need for an effective, accurate research method for use by multiple institutions. In other words, there is a need for social scientists and for their research methods. Even as a criminal justice major, I find that the RAP can be used to maybe study witnesses, or populations of people in order to try to identify and solve a problem. But I must admit that after I have prepared and executed a RAP with my team members, my perspective on higher education, for one, will change according to our conclusions from the research. From the results of everybody’s RAP, our class should be able to know Buffalo State College, as a community, better. 

My perspectives on higher education, or on how teachers teach, have changed. Actually, I tended to like or dislike professors throughout my two years at Buffalo State, but after reading The Scholarship of Teaching: What’s the Problem by Randy Bass and Making the Most out of College: Students Speak Their Minds by Richard Light, I figured out why I liked or disliked professors. I now know what to look for in a teacher before taking on their class. I like teachers who are able to change and who like to change. I feel proud and determined to be part of a class and of a teacher that is involved with the Carnegie Academy of Teaching and Learning (CASTL). 

The most valuable part of this course is, not to repeat my self, the opportunity to be part of something new and exciting; something that is tangible not only in a textbook. There is promise in these RAP’s and students in this class can feel as if they were part of something bigger than themselves.

I find that learning and analyzing the entire rapid assessment process, the data collecting, the interviews, the decisions to use surveys or not, is tedious especially when it consumes the entire class time. I agree we need a consent form for a RAP but it isn’t exac tly the most thought provoking element of the class and it was hard to apply my full attention to it.

I like how Mrs. Albers included psychological theories as well as sociology and anthropology theories giving us an opportunity to learn from a broad range of disciplines. The multi-disciplinary curriculum set the students up for how they would have to approach a RAP. Both Linda Elder and Richard Paul’s The Miniature Guide to the Foundations of Analytic Thinking and The Miniature Guide to the Human Mind were insightful, easy to read, yet very complex, pieces of psychology that helped me identify the way my mind processes information. These two pieces also enlightened me into how my critical thinking can be empowered and how I could organize and use my thoughts in real life situations. 

I am looking forward to my RAP and feel all the readings and debates in class have helped, but the only way I feel I can completely understand how to conduct a RAP is by actually conducting one. I am happy with the class so far, but I do suggest that you, Mrs. Albers, should make sure that you control this class and although I respect and appreciate the open debates and the ability for your students to speak their mind, I also think that there is time in a classroom for students to talk and a time in a classroom where a teacher should take control. That is the only thing I can think of that I would like to see changed. 










Caitlyn Bukaty

Before I took this class, I can honestly say that it never occurred to me that there were people out there who cared enough to attempt to reform higher education and bring it beyond what it is now.  I have always simply assumed that people choose to attend the colleges that they did for whatever reason seemed important at the time.  They were either happy there or they were not.  If they were happy great, if they were not happy the best solution to the dilemma would be to change to a different school, not to actually attempt to change their current school.  I think that my impression was that people who were really concerned about the types of details we have been discussing did enough research into their school of choice to be sure thy were satisfied and therefore, the number of people set out to reform their school were limited.  I was surprised at the number of people actually interested in making a difference.  Perhaps it comes from my demanding academic schedule, but I will simply be content to graduate, hopefully soon.  It seems that this class has affected my perspective on higher education and the social sciences because I realize that I may have severely underestimated the ambitions and mission of many college, it is not my impression that instead of focusing on getting a degree, a vast majority of college students are dissatisfied enough to set those ambitions aside in favor of pursuing the greater good and reforming their school entirely.


My biggest concern about this course is the objective being presented.  I am not entirely sure what I am supposed to be getting out of this, but I do not think it is happening for me.  From the sounds of this, the main goal of this class is to devise the perfect way to change Buffalo State.  This to me seems like a bit more work than we can realistically expect to achieve in a single semester.  It is not that I do not want to help, but 

I am one of those dreaded students who would like to graduate with by degree and move on with my life.  I have no intention of making a career out of going to college, and as my time on this campus in drawing to a close, I would say that I would rather not be here to see too many changes taking place.  This may not be the attitude that lends itself to this class, but it has pretty much always been the way I have regarded school, and as enlightening as college may or may not be that I all it will ever be to me,  another four years of school, plus to more for my master’s degree.  


I suppose you would then deduce that my biggest concern in this class is that it has nothing to do with my interests or ambitions.  This is true, but it does not bother me in the sense that I may be getting nothing out of this.  This is a class I have to take, it fulfills a requirement and I am happy to have that filled.  It would be nice to be in a class that interests me, but I do realize that not every class can touch every student in the same way.  In reality, I hope to succeed in this class by my own standards, in this case a grade that keeps my GPA where it is supposed to be.  I do not think that I will accomplish anything this semester that will change this school or others in any noticeable way, I am just trying to get this class over with and out of the way so that I can come closer to graduating.
Dan Platt                Hon 302                    Dr. Albers                   3/6/06                 Essay 3


This class has made me realize that I have always had a very simplified idea of what college is. In particular, the day we listed all of the intricate social roles and  diverse institutions that are inherent to a higher education challenged my view of college as a place where you simply take classes to learn a specific major and then leave. I can now appreciate that a college campus is a small culture in itself and that it can afford many experiences to students wishing to go beyond the typical classes. I believe that I did not realize this earlier because I have always been a commuter to Buffalo State and had never been on campus for anything other than a class. Although it is late in my academic career, this information is better late than never.


As for the social sciences, the course has helped me to see that they actually do have a applicable function. I have never really thought about the social sciences too in depth before, and even within my own major of psychology I am much more interested in its biochemical/physiological aspects. But when we were asked to apply the sciences to specific situations I could see that they did contribute valid information for organizing and explaining thoughts and behaviors.


Quite honestly, what troubles me most about this course is the lack of time investment that I have put into it so far. Although I do read the assigned books , I do so rather quickly, and  without much reflection. This did not matter too much so far because most of the readings were from the RAP book, which was very straightforward. Hopefully, I will put more time into the class now that I have recently finished (today) my Summer Program application process and am done planning the research I would like to do for it  


The more hands on teaching method of applying what we learn in the class into writing helps to give the more abstract ideas like analytic thinking and the social sciences more substance. Sometimes it is difficult to fully grasp non-concrete information without learning how to use it first. 


The writing in this class, particularly the opportunity to read and respond to the essays of other students is very interesting to me. I have never had the opportunity to interact with and evaluate fellow classmates and their work before. I rather enjoy getting to know the people in this class a little better and believe that the process will greatly facilitate the RAP project we will have to work on together. In most of my previous classes, I have went through the entire semester without communicating with any classmates at all.


I believe that the instructor contributes to the class by reiterating the important parts of the readings and giving them a more practical explanation than listed in the books. Also, the instructor is quick to answer any questions that may arise in or out of class. 


The instructor has been very patient while teaching the somewhat foreign format of this class. I believe that the class is going on much smoother than it was earlier in the semester, most likely because everyone is acclimating to the non-traditional style of the class and to what to get from it. The only other comment I have is that I am not entirely familiar with the grading system used. More specifically, what numerical values earn what corresponding letter grade on the essays.

Stephanie Silverwood

Honors 302

Essay 3


When I first signed up for Honors 302, social science seminar, I had no idea what to expect. I had never taken a social science class before and to be honest I had no clue what social science even entailed. As the class progressed, I have now gained some knowledge as to what social science is. The dictionary defines social science as the science of all that relates to the social condition, the relations and institutions which are involved in man’s existence and his well-being as a member of an organized community.  It concerns itself with questions of the public health, education, labor, punishment of crime, reformation of criminals, and the like. In this class, we focused on the education aspect of social science.


This class has really opened my eyes to many aspects of education. I had never previously sat down to examine education as a whole. My college career thus far has consisted of attending classes, studying, and taking the necessary tests. I have never stopped to ponder the multi dimensionality of college. This social science seminar has forced me to change my perspective on learning in general. I had always been more focused on the grade I received rather than the type of learning I was achieving. I had no problem in the past settling for simple surface learning if it meant I got an A in the class. I am no longer able to do this. I have found myself striving to get a deeper understanding about my courses. One such example of this would be in my anthropology class. In all of my previous history, classes I would sit in class take the notes and memorized the facts. Once the test was over, I lost all interest in the knowledge I had just been taught. This was through no fault of the professors that I had. I had been lucky in picking professors who had a genuine passion and interest for the subject. They told stories and always talked with such enthusiasm but I had never felt connected to the subject and thus had never cared. Anthropology started off this way as well.  I was just sitting in class and memorizing the facts.  


This all changed for me when we watched a documentary called Dead Birds about the Grand Valley Dani and A Man Called Bee: Studying the Yanomamo about the Yanomamo tribe. For the first time I felt a connection to what I was seeing. This was no long just facts bur rather a real culture. I was shocked to see how primitive the Grand Valley Dani and the Yanomamo were in the 20th century. The documentary was filmed in 1963, which is not very long ago and yet these people live completely off the land, they believed in evil spirits, fought battles with spears and bows and arrows. I was suddenly interested in my anthropology class in a way that I had never been before I had a desire to see more documentaries and to do the outside extra reading. It was at that moment when I finally understood some of what we had been taught in Honors 302. I had an “ah-ha” moment, where I realized that there really was a benefit to deeper learning. It was not just about the grade. It was also here that I took the step from being an egocentric learner to a more rational one. I now see higher education as a place to achieve this deeper more rational form of learning.


Now I know I have been one of the biggest complainers in the class which is something that Heather complains about in her essay, but I feel that a lot of my points are valid and that I am not a self-pitying student which is how she views it. I do have a lot of time constraints on my hand along with a lot of personal health issues as well as many family issues too, which make it very difficult for me to do all of the reading required. I have come to the realization however that my issues are obviously not ones shared by the majority of the class since no one seems to agree/back me up when I verbalize my concerns. I might complain about the workload but nobody can say that I do not come to class with a lot of valid and relative facts or that I do not participate in class.  


I think the biggest problem I am having in this class is not actually the reading but rather the essays. I go home believing that I understand what is being asked of us but then when I get the grade back it does not reflect this. In the beginning, I felt that the objective of the essays just were not clear enough but than I came to realize that even if that were true there were things that I could do to fix this. Dr. Albers, after the first essay, gave us the option to send her a draft of our essay before the due date so that she can critique it and let us know what needed changing. I did not take her up on this offer and thus my grade did not reflect what I thought I had understood. I realize that this is not Dr. Albers problem for she has made herself very available and tries to help us understand the best she can, we just have to use the help that is offered to us.


Since taking on this new attitude, I have begun to enjoy class much more. I am making it a point to at least do some of the reading. Before I would see how much there was and get discouraged, once this happened I wouldn’t really even attempt the reading at all. I see now that in this class that just will not cut it and it is not what I want. I want to get a deeper understanding out of this class. Now, every night now before bed, I try to do as much of the reading as possible before I fall asleep. I am finding that the reading is not nearly as bad as I had first thought and that in some cases I am actually enjoying what I am reading. I am very excited about the semester project involving the RAP process and I feel that I will walk away with an even better understanding of social science once this project is over. I am very curious to see how the process of group interviews will work and cannot wait to begin the second half of this course.

Sarah Schwegler

HON 302

Doctor Albers

7 March 2006

Practicing Social Science

Social science is defined as the scientific study of human society and social relationships. Before taking this particular course which focuses on social science, I did not fully understand the meaning of this vague definition. In all honesty, I would not have been concerned either. The social science aspect of this course is different and challenging. But how social science can be related to higher education is an intriguing topic.  Now, I see that it is a very relevant topic which affects not only myself, but all college students.        

I have already been exposed to many new ideas and experiences in this course on social science. It has been demanding, on an intellectual level. The class is similar to other classes, there is a syllabus, tests, daily readings and papers. However, it is very different than other classes. It is imperative to be an active reader on a daily basis. It is not enough to simply get the main ideas, it is necessary to fully understand the concepts and conclusions within the reading based on the examples provided in the text. To truly understand the readings, it is important to form your own questions, beliefs and opinions on the subject matter. Exploration, evaluation and analyzation must also take place after one complete’s their reading assignment. It is only through these processes have I really understood the course material, and found it applicable to my education. I believe this has been the most worthwhile experience within this class. I am glad to have been exposed to such a different educational subject matter than which I am used to. This is of course the idea behind general education course requirements, but this course has gone beyond that level. We are learning how to and performing research, we are reading first hand accounts of learning in higher education, and we are attempting to understand studies on learning and education. Class time is devoted to discussion and questioning, which creates personal connections to the material being studied. 

I don’t believe I fully appreciated this aspect of intellectual work which I was demonstrating in this class until I read The Difference Between High School and College by Jack Meiland. In his essay, Meiland discusses the different types of thinking that are required in college as opposed to high school. He contends that, “A large part of college work consists of discussing and examining the basis of current beliefs”(Durst 105). College level work requires not only an understanding of material, but the synthesis and application of this material. I am quite sure I have exhibited this level of work in other courses I have taken, but only a limited amount. As a college sophomore, I should be aware of the difference and be striving to consistently work intellectually at a college level This is exactly what this social science class has been requiring of me. It is not enough for me to have read the texts and written a paper on the material. I must question what I read, decide where I stand on the issue, and write critical papers which thoroughly explore different points of view on the subject matter. Therefore, through this essay, my perception of higher education has changed dramatically. Regardless of the grade I receive in a course, if I am not demonstrating college level work, I am not doing what is expected of me. There is a distinction between high school and college level work, it is the student’s job to decipher this difference and produce the appropriate type of academic scholarship.

Within this class, I believe the most helpful interaction has been a result of my writing. The instructor writes comments and thoughts in response to my writing, in addition to a grade. I find this very helpful, I do not need to seek out the professor individually to try to understand grade which I receive. Even if I receive a good grade, she interjects a few ideas which relate to the writing for further exploration or consideration. I also enjoy reading my classmate’s comments and thoughts on the essays I produce in this course. Due to the nature of the essays, they are extremely objective. When I read other’s papers or other’s thoughts on the same subject, I am opened up to a whole new perspective which I may or may not have considered previously. Conversely, I also enjoy writing to my classmates in response to their essays. Often, this is helpful in shaping my own thoughts on subject matters. There is a constant flow of new ideas, criticism and questioning taking place between our academic group. At first, I thought this aspect of the course seemed redundant, and unnecessary. Now, however, I see how it has enriched my thoughts and perspectives on the course material. I am learning to take the knowledge I acquire in a classroom or book, and apply it to my education as a whole. I am becoming a more involved and aware student, constantly trying to attain intellectually high standards. By producing intellectual work, I am benefitting from my education. This, in turn, motivates myself to not only be at college, but to actively engage in college.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

